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As readers…
We will identify the key features of a myth,
distinguishing it from legends and fairy
tales.  We will read the text ‘Beowulf’,
clarify unknown vocabulary and  discuss
words and phrases that capture the reader's interest and
imagination.  We will use our reciprocal reading skills of:
summarising, predicting, clarifying, questioning and
link-making in order to understand the text and discuss
As writers…
We will write in narratives, creating settings, characters
and plot with consideration for the audience.
We will be beginning to use a range of devices to build
cohesion within and across paragraphs through the use of
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place and pronouns.
We will be editing our writing, checking that our work
makes sense and improving the effect of our writing by
reordering sentences and adapting vocabulary.
We will also be working hard on our handwriting, trying
to use joined letters whenever we are writing.
As speakers and listeners…
We will be reading our own work aloud to the
class, using appropriate intonation and
controlling the tone and volume, so that the meaning is
clear.

Year 4  Spring 1
ANGLO SAXONS

Do you have what it takes to be an Anglo Saxon?

This half term we are focusing on the Anglo Saxons.
Our learning begins with learning why the Anglo
Saxons arrived in Britain and where they settled.  In
history, we learn how to have a historical debate
and about how versions of events differ about
Alfred the Great.  During our English lessons, we are
reading and writing texts based on stories with
historical settings.  We will focus on the text
'Beowulf', retold by Michael Morpurgo, learning to
use fronted adverbials and other powerful
descriptive words to write in role and create our
own chapter for the book. In maths, we are
continuing our work on multiplication, focusing on
the seven times table, and then working on
multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000.  In
Art, we will be learning about art from the Anglo
Saxon times, developing our drawing skills by
experimenting with line and colour, so that we can
create our own illuminated letter.

As scientists…
We will learn about how sounds are made
using different objects.  We will learn that
sound creates vibrations, and that these vibrations
travel through different media, making links with our
prior knowledge of different musical instruments.
We will learn how the human ear receives sound, and
investigate how sound can be heard over changing
distances.
We will plan and carry out an investigation into which
materials absorb the most sound and will have the
opportunity to make our own simple musical
instrument.
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As artists…
We will study different styles of artists,
and learn about the meaning and
significance of illuminated letters during
the Anglo-Saxon period. We will mix and shade with
watercolours, and use a sketchbook to adapt and
improve their original ideas to produce a final
design of an illuminated letter.

As historians…
We will be seeing if we have what it takes to be
an Anglo Saxon. We will be doing this by
adding the Anglo Saxons to previously learnt
chronological events on a timeline.  We will learn the
names of the Kings and other influential Anglo Saxons.
We will learn why the Anglo Saxons invaded Britain
and have the opportunity to investigate and present
reasoned explanations to support a historical
argument.

As mathematicians...
We will be continuing our focus on times tables.
Our three, six and nines have been our focus
before Christma. We will be recapping this and then
moving on to our sevens. Once we have finished this our
final topic in Maths in this half term will be understanding
and manipulating multiplicative relationships which is
how to multiply and multiplying using different numbers
and representing this in our books or using manipulatives
to help our understanding to visualise the multiplication.

As musicians…
Jade Class will continue to learn how to
play the ukulele, practising songs to
perform in a mini concert at the end of January.
Sapphire class will continue to have Mr Ecclestone
teaching music, where we will be developing our
skills on the glockenspiel, playing together as an
ensemble and as a duet.  We will also be learning
how music is represented on a musical score.

As responsible and socially aware children,
We will be learning how to recognise and
develop our personal strengths and skills
alongside developing our communication and
group work skills.

As sports people
Outdoors children will be continuing the theme
of invasion games where children will learn how
to pass, dribble, shoot and tackle effectively in football.
Indoors, we will be completing gymnastics with balances
on apparatus, transitions between balances and
performing and evaluating our movements.

As linguists
We will develop our writing,
listening, speaking and reading skills
in French, by revising our colours,
and beginning to learn vocabulary for shapes and
parts of the face and body.  We will end the unit
with designing and describing monster pictures.
We continue to recognise how the study of a
language teaches and encourages us to respect
others and allows us to expand our view of the
world.

As theologians and philosophers
We will be learning about the Sikh religion.  We will
learn about the Guru Granth Sahib and the Gurdwara.
We will be learning what Sikhs believe in and how
their beliefs impact those around them.
We will also be looking at symbols in religions, and the
significance of the 5Ks.

As digitally literate children…
We will be developing our understanding of

how digital images can be  changed and edited,

and how they can then be resaved and reused. We will

consider the impact that editing images can have, and

evaluate the effectiveness of their choices.

This topic builds on our previous learning of the Romans in Year 3.  The topic then leads to work on the Vikings in the Year 5 where they will be revisiting some of the key
concepts covered in this unit as well as further engaging with a range of historical sources.
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